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Acknowledgement of Country 
The SSSHARC Global Symposium on Gender, (In)security, and Temporalities of Violence is held 
on the lands of the Gadigal people of the Eora nation, to which sovereignty was never ceded. 
We acknowledge the Gadigal people as the custodians of the lands and waterways that we 
now share and we pay our respects to Elders past, present, and emerging. 

Why are Welcomes to Country and Acknowledgements of Country 
important?  
 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have experienced a long history of exclusion 
from Australian history books, the Australian flag, the Australian anthem and for many years, 
Australian democracy. This history of dispossession and colonisation lies at the heart of the 
disparity between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and non-Indigenous Australians today. 
Including recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in events, meetings and 
national symbols is one part of ending the exclusion that has been so damaging. Incorporating 
welcoming and acknowledgement protocols into official meetings and events recognises 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the First Australians and Traditional 
Custodians of land. It promotes an ongoing connection to place of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Australians and shows respect for Traditional Owners.  
 
In Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures, the meaning of Country is more than just 
ownership or connection to land, as Professor Mick Dodson explains:  
 

“When we talk about traditional ‘Country’…we mean something beyond the 
dictionary definition of the word. For Aboriginal Australians…we might mean 
homeland, or tribal or clan area and we might mean more than just a place 
on the map. For us, Country is a word for all the values, places, resources, 
stories and cultural obligations associated with that area and its features. It 

describes the entirety of our ancestral domains. While they may all no longer 
necessarily be the title-holders to land, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Australians are still connected to the Country of their ancestors and most 
consider themselves the custodians or caretakers of their land.” 

Source: https://www.reconciliation.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Welcome-to-and-
Acknowledgement-of-Country.pdf 

More information  
For more information please visit the Metropolitan Local Aboriginal Land Council website 
http://metrolalc.org.au/   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.reconciliation.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Welcome-to-and-Acknowledgement-of-Country.pdf
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Welcome-to-and-Acknowledgement-of-Country.pdf
http://metrolalc.org.au/
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About the Symposium 
Conventional Western accounts of war suggest it is bracketed by a beginning and an end. 
Gendered experiences of violence and (in)security, however, manifest across formal periods of 
peace, war, and the so-called post-war era. This symposium explores how to better 
understand complex temporalities of war by attending to gendered forms of (in)security. The 
symposium proceeds from the premise that understanding whether the effects of war are, or 
can be, contained is of significant global importance. Exploring the temporal assumptions that 
frame conventional Western accounts of war permits consideration of gendered (in)securities 
that might be ignored, over-looked, or under-researched as a result of previously being 
considered ‘outside’ of war’s temporal limits.   
 

Symposium organising committee 
The symposium organising committee is led by co conveners Megan MacKenzie and Laura J. 
Shepherd. Supported by the Sydney Social Sciences and Humanities Advanced Research 
Centre and the University's Office of Global Engagement.  
 

Guest Wi-Fi  
The UniSydney-Guest network allows visitors internet access on campus. If you're visiting from 
another institution you can use the eduroam service.  
 

Social Media  
Join the conversation: 
Twitter: Sydney Social Sciences and Humanities Advanced Research Centre @SSSHARC 
 Megan MacKenzie @MeganhMackenzie 

Laura J. Shepherd @drljshepherd 
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Program  
Wednesday, 18 September  

14.00-18.00 RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODS WORKSHOP (BY INVITATION)  
QUALITATIVE RESEARCH ON GENDER, SECURITY AND POLITICAL VIOLENCE 

 

Thursday, 19 September 
16.30-17.00 WELCOME TO COUNTRY 
17.00-18.00 THINKING PROMPT – MEETING ON STOLEN LAND  

• Michelle Lee Brown, University of Hawai’i at Mānoa (USA) 
• Roxani Krystalli, Tufts University/University of St Andrews (USA/UK)  
Chaired by Megan MacKenzie, University of Sydney (Australia) and  
Laura Shepherd, University of Sydney (Australia)  

18.00-19.30 OPENING EVENT: PANEL DISCUSSION  
• Annick Wibben, Swedish Defence University (Sweden) 
• Yolande Bouka, George Washington University (USA) 
• Shweta Singh, South Asian University (India) 
• Megan MacKenzie, University of Sydney (Australia) 
• Laura Shepherd, University of Sydney (Australia)  
Chaired by Nicole Wegner, University of Sydney (Australia)  

 

Friday, 20 September 
08.30-09.15 WELCOME 
09.15-09.45 THINKING PROMPT – ALLYSHIP ON STOLEN LAND: “HEAVY LIFTING & STEPPING UP”  

• Nick Apoifis, UNSW Sydney (Australia) 
09.45-10.45 PANEL 1: COLONIAL VIOLENCE 
 • Lucy Geddes, LSE (UK), The politics of absence and localisation of the 

Australian National Action Plan: consequences and ways forward for settler-
colonial states 

• Alex Edney-Browne, University of Melbourne (Australia), Dismantling the 
techno-fetish: Drones as a continuation of colonial bombardment  
 

10.45-11.15 BREAK 
11:15-11.45 THINKING PROMPT – WARRIOR FIRE: BURNING FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS 
 • Jessica Russ-Smith, UNSW Sydney (Australia)  
11.45-14.15 LUNCH AND OPTION TO ATTEND CLIMATE STRIKE 
14.15-15.45 PANEL 2: ENDINGS 
 • Sarah Phillips, University of Sydney (Australia), The lingering place of war in 

peace  
• Kate Macfarlane, Australian National University (Australia), The Reintegration 

of Girl Child soldiers in Sri Lanka: The social-political complexities of return 
• Keshab Giri, University of Sydney (Australia), Female Combatants in Maoist 

Insurgency (Nepal): Conflict after the End of the War  
• Alba Boer Cueva, UNSW Sydney (Australia), Identity Politics and Women's 

Experiences of Empowerment and Security 
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15.45-16.15 BREAK 
16.15-17.45 PANEL 4: TIME/SPACE  

• Jackie Dent, University of Sydney (Australia), War Never Ends 
• Shannon Zimmerman, University of Queensland (Australia), Misogyny: Private 

problem or security Issue? 
• Bonnie Cherry, University of Berkeley (USA), The place of the weaponized 

auditory-sonorous in performances of state security 
• Jayson Waters, University of Sydney (Australia), Process Theory and Bumpy 

Temporalities: Reconciling Entanglement and Individuality with Quantum 
Cosmologies 

 
 

Saturday, 21 September 
08.30-09.00 WELCOME 
09.00-09.30 THINKING PROMPT: CHALLENGING WESTERN CONCEPTIONS OF TIME  

• Christine Winter, University of Sydney (Australia) 
09.30-11.00 PANEL 5: PEACE 
 • Joanne Wallis, Australian National University (Australia), Lost in space and out 

of time? Gender, spatiality and temporality in the vernacular of women 
international peacebuilders 

• Jenna Sapiano, Monash University (Australia), and Jacqui True, Monash 
University (Australia), When Women are a ‘Red Line’: Gender Analysis of Elite 
Peace Processes 

• Nicole Wegner, University of Sydney (Australia), National mythology 
connecting the Canadian military with an international peacekeeping identity 
 

11.00-11.30 BREAK 
11.30-13.00 PANEL 6: VIOLENCE 
 • Susan Hutchinson, Australian National University (Australia), Conflict related 

sexual violence perpetrated against Myanmar’s Rohingya and the Yazidis of 
Iraq and Syria 

• Liya Khan, University of Chicago (USA), Explaining Variation in Sexual 
Violence in Conflict: An Analysis of the Syrian Civil War  

• Sofia Patel, King’s College, London (UK), and Jacqueline Westermann, 
independent researcher, Women and Islamic State terrorism: an assessment of 
how gender perspectives are integrated in countering violent extremism policy 
and practices 

• Swati Parashar, University of Gothenburg (Sweden), Famines as Mass 
Atrocities: Reconsidering Violence, Accountability and Memory in Relation to 
Hunger 

13.00-14.00 LUNCH 
14.00-15.30 PANEL 7: AFFECT/EMOTIONALITY 
 • Christine Agius, Swinburne University of Technology (Australia), War 

preparedness, militarisation, and gendered temporalities of violence 
• Michelle Ringrose, Queensland University of Technology (Australia), and 

Helen Berents, Queensland University of Technology (Australia), Visualising 
Women’s Suffering: Images of the Yazidi Genocide in Civil Society Advocacy 

• Naomi Head, University of Glasgow (UK), “Custodians and conduits” of cultural 
counterinsurgency: women’s bodies as historical and contemporary affective 
military terrain 

15.30-16.30 CLOSING EVENT: PANEL DISCUSSION 
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 • Claire Duncanson, University of Edinburgh (UK) 
• Tom Gregory, University of Auckland (New Zealand) 
• Keshab Giri, University of Sydney (Australia) 
• Alba Boer Cueva, University of New South Wales (Australia) 
• Sertan Saral, University of Sydney (Australia)  
Chaired by Jackie Dent, University of Sydney (Australia) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Gender, (In)security, and Temporalities of Violence 
SSSHARC Global Symposium  

6 

Venue information 
Pre-symposium workshop 
Seminar room 650 
A02 Social Sciences Building  
Science Road  
The University of Sydney NSW 2006 
 

 
 
 
Map: 
https://sydney.edu.au/maps/campuses/?area=CAMDAR 
 

 
 
 
 

https://sydney.edu.au/maps/campuses/?area=CAMDAR
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Symposium venue  
Auditorium, Level 1 
F23 Administration Building  
Corner of Eastern Avenue and City Road  
The University of Sydney NSW 2006 
 

 
 
Map: 
https://sydney.edu.au/maps/campuses/?area=CAMDAR 
 

 
 

https://sydney.edu.au/maps/campuses/?area=CAMDAR
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Key speakers 
 

 

 
Christine Agius is senior lecturer in politics and international 
relations at Swinburne University of Technology. Her research 
interests include critical and feminist security studies, gendered 
bordering practices, identity, security and technology, and 
masculinist approaches to the state.   

 

 
 
 

 

 
Nicholas Apoifis is Senior Lecturer in Politics & International 
Relations at UNSW Sydney, Australia. He works with the 
application and development of settler colonial theories, social 
movement theories and radical qualitative research practices. An 
aspect of his methodological approach has Dr Apoifis 
disseminating his research insights and findings amongst 
international activist networks and anti-fascist and anti-
authoritarian collectives. Dr Apoifis is also the co-founder of 
Coaching Unlimited, an initiative that provides sport specific 
coaching accreditation and research based health promotion 
workshops to support Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander 
coaches. 
 
Bianca Baggiarini is a political sociologist. She is a postdoctoral 
researcher at UNSW Canberra at the Australian Defence Force 
Academy. She obtained her PhD (2018) in sociology from York 
University in Toronto. Her research is broadly concerned with the 
social and political effects of autonomous weapons systems. To 
that end she has previously examined the figure of the citizen-
soldier considering security privatization and theories of military 
sacrifice. Her current work is focused on autonomous weapons 
and issues of reward, recognition and recruitment in the military. 
 

 

 

 
Erin Baines is the Ivan Head South-North Chair and an Associate 
Professor at the School of Public Policy and Global Affairs 
(SPPGA) at the University of British Columbia.  Her research 
interests include sexual violence in wartime, social repair and 
justice in the aftermaths of violence, and critical military studies.  
Erin is author of Buried in the Heart: Women, Complex Victimhood 
and the War in Northern Uganda and, Vulnerable Bodies: Gender, 
the UN and the Global Refugee Crisis.  She is the PI of a SSHRC 
Insight Grant that seeks to understand how fatherhood shapes 
combatant’s experiences of life during and in the aftermaths of 
war, and is the co-PI with Dr. Pilar Riaño-Alcalá of a SSHRC 
Partnership on Tranformative Memory, bringing together partners 
from Indonesia, Colombia, Canada and Uganda.  Erin is currently 
collaborating with Omer Aijazi and Juliane Okot Bitek on a 
book based on the archives of a veteran who fought in 
transnational wars across East and Central Africa for more than 
25 years.  Her current research is on the tracing and traces of 
disappeared and reappeared persons after war. 
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Helen Berents is a senior lecturer in the School of Justice, Faculty 
of Law at the Queensland University of Technology. Her 
research draws on feminist international relations and critical 
peace studies to centre considerations of children and youth 
when thinking about conflict and peace. Her work has been 
published in journals including International Political Sociology, 
Signs, Peacebuilding, and the International Feminist Journal of 
Politics. 

 

 

 
Yolande Bouka is a scholar-practitioner of peace and conflict 
whose research and teaching bridge International Relations (IR) 
and Comparative Politics with specific interests in contentious 
politics, dynamics of war, gender and security, and field 
research ethics in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

 

 

 
Michelle Lee Brown, whose Basque ancestral roots can be 
traced back to the Bidart/Plage DʻErretegia area in Lapurdi, 
was raised in Mashpee Wampanoag territories around 
Massachusetts’s Buzzards Bay and Cape Cod areas. Currently 
residing in Honolulu, she strives to uphold her relational 
commitments to her communities. She has published peer-
reviewed work on the Never Alone video game, a methods 
chapter on indigenous political theory approaches to video 
game research, and “Liminal,” a comic in the forthcoming 
Relational Constellation collection from Michigan State University 
Press and Native Realities Press. She is currently working on a 
virtual reality project on water and relationality, and a comic 
based on multiple levels of impostor syndrome. From 2019, 
Brown will be a Charles Eastman Fellow at Dartmouth College in 
New Hampshire, USA. 

 

 

 
Bonnie Cherry is a second year PhD student in Jurisprudence 
and Social Policy at the University of California, Berkeley School 
of Law. Her research interest is ethnomethodology of state 
security performance, particularly in spaces under military 
occupation. 

  

 

Alba Boer Cueva is a PhD candidate in the School of Social 
Sciences at UNSW-Australia. Her work traverses the disciplinary 
areas of International Relations, Development and Governance 
Studies. Her current research is particularly interested in the 
relationship between the concepts of gender equality, women’s 
empowerment and security in the context of Colombia’s internal 
conflict. It aims to provide an analysis of changing peacebuilding 
processes across time but also to examine the implications of the 
concepts’ integration into United Nations’ discourse, particularly 
within the Women, Peace and Security agenda. 
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Jackie Dent is a first year PhD student at the University of 
Sydney studying “The Pleasures of War”.  She has worked as a 
journalist for a range of publications including The New York 
Times, The Sydney Morning Herald, the Guardian, ABC and 
many other outlets. She also worked for the UN in Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, South Sudan and North Ossetia. 

 

 

 
Claire Duncanson is a Senior Lecturer in International Relations 
at the University of Edinburgh. She has published widely on 
issues relating to gender, peace and security, with a particular 
focus on gender in militaries and gender and peacebuilding. Her 
current work aims to bring a feminist analysis to the political 
economy of building peace. Recent publications include Gender 
and Peacebuilding (Polity Press, 2016), an article for the 
International Feminist Journal of Politics entitled “Beyond liberal 
vs liberating: women’s economic empowerment in the United 
Nations’ Women, Peace and Security agenda” and a co-
authored conversation piece in Politics and Gender with Suzanne 
Bergeron and Carol Cohn, “Rebuilding Bridges: Toward a 
Feminist Research Agenda for Postwar Reconstruction.” Claire 
works with Carol Cohn on the “Feminist Roadmap for Sustainable 
Peace” Project, co-authoring “What Kind of Growth? Economies 
that Work for Women in Post-War Settings.” Claire is also an 
active member of the Women’s International League for Peace 
and Freedom (WILPF) and has co-authored with fellow WILPF 
member Vanessa Farr on the Women, Peace and Security 
agenda in Afghanistan for Sara Davies and Jacqui True’s 
Oxford Handbook on the Women, Peace and Security Agenda. 

 

 

 
Alex Edney-Browne is a PhD Candidate in International 
Relations at the University of Melbourne. Her thesis examines the 
emotional and psycho-social effects of drone warfare on people 
on both sides of drone technology — civilians living under 
drones in rural provinces of Afghanistan, and US Air Force 
veterans. Her research involved fieldwork in Afghanistan, 
refugee camps in Greece, and the United States to interview 
people most affected by drones. 

 

 

Lucy Geddes is an Australian human rights lawyer and is 
currently undertaking the MSc in Women, Peace and Security at 
the LSE as a Lionel Murphy Foundation Postgraduate Scholar. 
She has worked across the civil and criminal law teams at 
Victoria Legal Aid in Melbourne and previously clerked for 
Chief Justice Mogoeng of the Constitutional Court of South Africa 
and for Justice Tarfusser of the International Criminal Court. 
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Keshab Giri is a final year PhD candidate at Department of 
Government and International Relations, The University of 
Sydney. His PhD thesis explores experiences and perspectives of 
female ex-combatants at the margin which do not conform to the 
hegemonic narrative of empowerment, agency, success, and 
transformation. Before his PhD candidacy, he was lecturer at 
Tribhuvan University, Nepal. Currently, he is an academic tutor 
and sessional lecturer at Department of Government and 
International Relations, The University of Sydney. 
 

 

Thomas Gregory is Senior Lecturer in Politics and International 
Relations at the University of Auckland. His research, which is 
funded by the Royal Society of New Zealand, focuses on civilian 
casualties, counterinsurgency and the ethics of war, and has 
appeared in the European Journal of International Relations, 
International Political Sociology, Security Dialogue and the 
International Feminist Journal of Politics. His co-edited book (with 
Linda Åhäll), Emotions, Politics and War, was published by 
Routledge in 2017. 

 

 

Naomi Head is a senior lecturer in Politics and International 
Relations at the University of Glasgow.  She currently holds a 
Leverhulme Research Fellowship for a project entitled: ‘Empathy 
under Fire? “Hearts and Minds” and the Politics of Empathy’.  
Her research interests include emotions and the politics of 
empathy, narratives of conflict, feminist, cultural and social 
theory, and critical pedagogies. 

 

 

 
Susan Hutchinson has been employed in the policy and 
practice of various aspects of the women, peace and security 
agenda for approximately 15 years. She has worked in the 
military, government and non-government organisations. She 
now runs the prosecute; don’t perpetrate campaign to end 
impunity for conflict related sexual violence and remains a 
member of the Australian Civil Society Coalition on Women, 
Peace and Security.   
 
 

 

Liya Khan is a B.A./M.A. joint degree student in the Committee 
on International Relations at the University of Chicago. She is a 
graduate research supervisor at the Chicago Project on Security 
and Threats, overseeing projects analyzing the nexus of online 
radicalization and militant recruitment. Her personal research 
focuses on gender-based violence and civilian targeting, and 
she plans to graduate in the spring of 2019. 
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Roxani Krystalli is a Program Manager at the Feinstein 
International Center in Boston, MA. She is a humanitarian 
practitioner and researcher, who works on issues of gender, war, 
and peace-building. Roxani is particularly interested in the ethics 
of storytelling about violence. Her most recent research project 
examines the politics of victimhood in Colombia. Roxani holds a 
BA from Harvard University, an MA from The Fletcher School of 
Law and Diplomacy, and she is currently completing a PhD at 
The Fletcher School while being a Visiting Scholar at the 
University of St Andrews in Scotland. 

 

 

 
Kate Macfarlane is currently a PhD candidate in the Department 
of International Relations at the Australian National University 
and is the 2018-2019 Yale Fox Fellowship recipient. She 
received an Australian Postgraduate Award (APA) Scholarship, 
and an Australian Government Endeavour Fellowship (2018), 
which funded recent fieldwork in Sri Lanka where she was based 
at the International Centre for Ethnic Studies, Colombo. 
Biography 

 

 

 
Megan MacKenzie is a Professor of Gender and War in the 
Department of Government and International Relations at the 
University of Sydney. Her research is broadly aimed at reducing 
war; it bridges feminist theory, critical security studies, and 
critical/post development studies. Megan has contributed 
research on topics including sexual violence in war, truth and 
reconciliation commissions, military culture, images and 
international relations, and women in combat. 

 

 

Charlotte Mertens is a researcher at the University of 
Melbourne where she focuses on sexual violence in conflict 
settings, particularly in eastern DRC. She is interested in 
representations of violence, the sexual politics of empire, 
colonial history, and racial epistemologies. As part of a Harry 
Frank Guggenheim grant she is currently working with the 
colonial archives. Her research is attentive to histories of 
colonialism and how these endure in present eastern Congo, 
where she has been conducting fieldwork since 2012. 
 

 

Swati Parashar is Associate Professor in Peace and 
Development at the School of Global Studies, University of 
Gothenburg, Sweden. She is a Visiting Professor at the Malaviya 
Centre for Peace Research, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi, 
India and Research Associate with the Centre for International 
Studies and Diplomacy, SOAS, London. Her research engages 
with the intersections between feminism and postcolonialism, 
focused on conflict and development issues in South Asia. She is 
the author of Women and Militant Wars: The Politics of Injury 
(Routledge: London, 2014), co-editor (with Jane Parpart) of 
Rethinking Silence, Voice and Agency in Contested Gendered 
Terrains: Beyond the Binary (Routledge, 2019), coeditor (with Ann 
Tickner and Jacqui True) of Revisiting Gendered States: Feminist 
Imaginings of the State in International Relations (OUP, 2018). 
She serves on the advisory boards of International Feminist 
Journal of Politics, Critical Studies in Terrorism and Millennium: 
Journal of International Studies. With Marysia Zawleski, Cristina 



Gender, (In)security, and Temporalities of Violence 
SSSHARC Global Symposium  

13 

Masters and Shine Choi she is the coeditor of the Book Series, 
Creative Interventions in Global Politics with Rowman and 
Littlefield. She is currently working on three projects funded by 
the Swedish Research Council, including Famines as Mass 
Atrocities and Trasitional Justice.   

 

 

 
Sofia Patel is a PhD candidate focusing on gender and counter-
terrorism at King’s College London. Before returning to 
academia in 2018, Sofia was an Analyst at the Australian 
Strategic Policy Institute’s Counter-Terrorism Policy Centre for 
two years after having worked for various other think tanks in 
defence/security. Sofia holds a Master’s in Middle Eastern 
Politics from SOAS University in London. 

 

 

Sarah Phillips is an Associate Professor in the Department of 
Government and International Relations at the University of 
Sydney. Her research focuses on security, development, external 
intervention, and non-state governance, and draws from years 
of fieldwork in the Arabian Peninsula and Horn of Africa. 

 

 

 
Michelle Ringrose is a PhD candidate and sessional academic 
with the School of Justice, Faculty of Law at the Queensland 
University of Technology. Her PhD focuses on a gendered 
analysis of how civil society organisations represent the 
genocidal crimes perpetrated against the Yazidi people. She 
has a background in both behavioural science and criminology 
with her broad interests lying with the study of gender, genocide 
recognition and language. 

  
Sean Rupka is a political theorist. He is currently a PhD student 
at the Graduate Center, City University New York in the 
department of political science. His research interests include 
trauma and memory studies, autonomous weapons systems, the 
philosophy of history and technology, and topics in post-colonial 
violence, particularly as the pertain to the legacies of inter-
generational trauma and the politics of reconciliation. 

 

 

Jessica Russ-Smith: Yiradhu marang! Yuwindhu Dyidyaga 
Wiradyuri Wambuul yinaa. Hello! My name is Jess and I am a 
Wiradyuri woman from the Macquarie river. Jessica is a Scientia 
PhD scholar at UNSW Sydney, where she also completed her 
undergraduate degree in Social Work with Honours and teaches 
within the Social Work program and Indigenous support services. 
Jessica’s research focuses upon how she as a Wiradyuri woman 
embodies of sovereignty, how Indigenous sovereignty is alive in 
the landscape and everyday, and how sovereignty disrupts 
colonial discourses. Jessica works closely with fellow Indigenous 
Social Workers who are claiming and shifting space within the 
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academy and Social Work profession through the development 
and integration of Indigenous sovereignty in social work 
pedagogy and practice. As an emerging Indigenous scholar, 
Jessica has already contributed multiple publications on her 
research, experiences as an Indigenous PhD scholar, and the 
importance of Indigenising Social Work. 

 

 

 
Jenna Sapiano is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at Monash 
University’s Centre for Gender, Peace and Security. Her 
research focuses on gender and the negotiation and 
implementation of peace agreements. She completed her PhD in 
the School of International Relations at the University of St 
Andrews. 

 

 

 
Sertan Saral is a PhD candidate with the Department of Gender 
and Cultural Studies at the University of Sydney. He is interested 
in the discursive force of military service as a type of gender 
performativity and cultural capital; as a regulatory norm that 
stratifies bodies within society along identity markers; and as 
having a generative and inheritable quality which idealises, 
reproduces and perpetuates nationhood and war-making. His 
current project is considering these ideas within two sites in the 
United States where militarism and nationhood are entangled: 
memorials dedicated to military veterans in Washington DC and 
Mt Vernon IL, and military veterans who run for public office. 

 

 

Laura J. Shepherd is an Australian Research Council Future 
Fellow and Professor of International Relations at the University 
of Sydney, Australia. Her primary research agenda focuses on 
the UN’s Women, Peace and Security agenda. Laura is 
author/editor of several books, including Gender, UN 
Peacebuilding and the Politics of Space: Locating Legitimacy 
(Oxford University Press, 2017), and numerous articles in 
scholarly journals. She blogs semi-regularly for The Disorder of 
Things, tweets from @drljshepherd, and can be reached by 
email at laura.shepherd@sydney.edu.au. 

 

 

 
Shweta Singh is Assistant Professor of International Relations at 
South Asian University in New Delhi, India. Shweta is the 
recipient of the prestigious International Visitor Leadership 
Award (2010), and the Mahbub Ul Haq Award (2013), from the 
Regional Centre for Strategic Studies in Sri Lanka. She was 
recently also selected as the International Expert on Populism, 
Nationalism and Gender, UN Women, Regional Office for Asia 
and the Pacific, Bangkok, Thailand. She is co-editor (with Tiina 
Vaittinen and Catia Cecilia Confortini), of a book series titled 
Feminist Studies on Peace, Justice and Violence, with Rowman & 
Littlefield. The series provides a forum for the expanding 
feminist scholarship on questions of justice, peace and violence, 
beyond the war/peace dichotomy and integrates and pushes 
forward existing feminist contributions to the field of peace 
research, thus reinvigorating the transdisciplinary traditions of 
both peace research and feminism. 

 

mailto:laura.shepherd@sydney.edu.au
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Emmah Wabuke (LL.M, Harvard) currently works at Strathmore 
Law School as an Assistant Lecturer and the Faculty Director of 
Strathmore Law Clinic. She has an interest in gender, peace and 
security in Africa, and has published and made conference 
presentations in the said area, including, Female Militancy in 
Terrorist Groups and the African Union Counter-Terrorism 
Response (African Peace and Security Journal, 2018); and 
Framing A Legal Response To Isis ‘Sex Slave To Bride Continuum’ 
Of Violence Against Women In Iraq And Syria Not All Amnesty 
Deals Are Made the Same (LSE WPS Centre, 2018). 

 

 

Joanne Wallis is a Senior Lecturer and Director of Studies in the 
Strategic and Defence Studies Centre, College of Asia and the 
Pacific at the Australian National University. Her research 
focuses on peacebuilding, transitional justice, security and 
strategy in the Pacific Islands. She is the author or editor of six 
books, including Constitution making during State building (CUP 
2104) and Pacific Power? Australia’s Strategy in the Pacific 
Islands (MUP 2017). 

 

 

 
Jayson Waters holds a Master in International Relations from 
the University of Sydney and a Bachelor of International Studies 
from Macquarie University. His research interests include: time, 
non-linear causality, and all things quantum. In addition to 
pursuing a PhD at the University of Sydney on the topic of 
‘Quantum International Relations,’ Jayson assists Professor James 
Der Derian with Project Q and its subsidiaries. 

 

 

 
Nicole Wegner is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow in Gender and 
War. Her research uses feminist approaches to understanding 
gender and military identities. Specifically, her work explores 
how narratives, images, myths, and symbolic representations of 
the military and military personnel influence domestic and 
foreign policies in Canada and Australia. Her broad research 
interests include nationalism, militarism, and feminist 
methodologies in studying global politics. 
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Jacqueline Westermann is a freelance consultant specialising in 
European and Russian defence and security policy and women, 
peace and security. Jacqueline spent two years as a researcher 
at the Australian Strategic Policy Institute working on issues 
related to her specialist fields. Prior to this she worked at The 
German Marshall Fund of the United States office in Warsaw. 
Jacqueline holds a Master’s in Peace and Conflict Studies from 
the University of St Andrews. 

 

 

 
Annick T.R. Wibben is Anna Lindh Professor of Gender, Peace 
& Security at the Swedish Defence University. Previously she was 
professor of Politics and International Studies at the University of 
San Francisco from 2005-2019, where she also served as chair 
of the Politics Department. Prior to her time in San Francisco, she 
worked as co-Investigator (with James Der Derian) of the 
Information Technology, War and Peace Project [infopeace.org] 
at the Watson Institute for International Studies at Brown 
University from 2001-2005. Her research straddles critical 
security and military studies, peace studies, international theory, 
and feminist international relations. She also has a keen interest 
in questions of methodology, representation, and writing. Her 
current research reflects these varied interests, though she is most 
frequently associated with the field of Feminist Security Studies, 
also the subject of her first book, Feminist Security Studies: A 
Narrative Approach (Routledge, 2011). She has also published 
an edited volume, Researching War: Feminist Methods, Ethics & 
Politics (Routledge 2016), and numerous articles in journals such 
as International Political Sociology, Security Dialogue, Critical 
Studies on Security, Humanity, Politics & Gender and more. 
 

 
 

Christine Winter is a Lecturer in the Department of Government 
and International Relations at the University of Sydney and a 
Research Associate with the Sydney Environment Institute. 
Christine's research is at the intersection of intergenerational, 
indigenous and environmental justice. Drawing on her Anglo-
Celtic-Ngati Kahungunu heritage she looks at the 
incompatibilities between western and Māori philosophies and at 
ways in which theories of justice continue the colonial project. 

 
 

 

Shannon Zimmerman is a PhD researcher at the Asia-Pacific 
Centre for the Responsibility to Protect at the University of 
Queensland in Brisbane, Australia. Her research investigates 
civilian protection by peace operations in contexts of asymmetric 
threats. Shannon holds an MA in Conflict Resolution from 
Georgetown University in Washington D.C. Before her PhD 
Shannon was a Senior Program Specialist at the Center for 
Gender and Peacebuilding at the United States Institute of 
Peace (USIP). 
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Contact 

For more information 
 
Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences| Sydney Social Sciences and Humanities Advanced 
Research Centre 
T +61 2 9351 5359 | E sssharc.research@sydney.edu.au 
W sydney.edu.au/arts/sssharc 
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